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Their limbs shun their beds as they call on their Lord in awe and longing and spend out of 
what We have bestowed on them. 
No soul knows what joy the bliss which is kept concealed for them as a reward for 
their good works. 
Is the faithful one then akin to the disobedient? They are not equal. 
The faithful who do good works shall have Gardens of Eternal Bliss as a gift 
for what they used to do. 


The Holy Quran. As-Sajdah [The Bowing Down]: 17 — 20. 


Every machine needs fuel for its working and fuel is of two types. One type works internally 
and the other type pulls or pushes from outside. 


Human conduct also draws strength from two sources. The internal source is love and dislike 
and the external source is desire and fear. The Holy Quran has set forth in a very wise 
manner the way of working of these types. 


In the first of these verses that I have recited, two motive powers, fear and desire, are 
mentioned and it is pointed out how a believer is moved by fear and desire in contrast with 
the worldly. The verse explains that so far as a believer is concerned, both these powers are 
attuned towards Allah. A believer is never urged to action by any other fear, nor is he ever 
moved by any desire except the desire for Allah. The fear of Allah and the desire of His 
favours possess a believer so completely that he finds no rest, either during the day or during 
the night. At night when the world is asleep peacefully, the believers leave their beds and 
supplicate their Lord out of fear and out of desire. They spend in the cause of Allah out of 
whatsoever He has bestowed on them. 


In contrast, the worldly are moved into action by fear of others than Allah and desire for 
objects other than Allah. For every person's fear there is a lord to whom he turns for security. 
When confronted suddenly by any fear, he thinks of the one who, in his estimation, is most 
powerful and has the greatest capacity to deliver him from his fear. For instance, an infant, 
when in fear, thinks instantly of its mother and calls on her for help. In states where there is a 
well-organised police force, a person confronted by fear thinks first of all of the police. In 
olden days, people used to call on their sovereigns for help against fear, even when they knew 
that their voice could not directly reach their sovereign. There have been exceptional cases in 
which such a voice reached the sovereign and help was forthcoming. Whether such a call 
proves effective or not, the worldly always call on the worldly for help and in most cases 
their call is wasted or proves ineffective. 


There is only the One, and He is our generous Lord, Who is ever ready to respond to our call. 
The most hidden voice does not fail to reach Him. That is the call which has been mentioned 


here and which is the one that is made in loneliness and in the dark. Such callers make their 
supplications when no one in the world is watching them and no one hears their voice. They 
leave their beds in the darkness of night and call on their Lord who hears their voice and 
comes to their help. All their hopes and their desires are directed towards God. The 
believing servants of Allah call on their Lord when they are in fear and they are moved by 
hope while the condition of the worldly is exactly the opposite of this. 


When a worldly student approaches an examination, his mind is occupied with worldly 
thoughts. He would revolve in his mind various means of approaching the examiner through 
recommendations whereby he might be awarded good grades. In contrast there are thousands 
of Ahmadi students whose minds turn to prayer and they write to me urging me to pray for 
them. When I receive their letters, my soul experiences great delight from the feeling that the 
mind of every one of the writers of these letters has turned first of all to his Lord and that he 
or she has joined the army which has been described as the army of those who call on their 
Lord out of awe and longing. Those young ones, when they grow up, will be constantly 
occupied with thoughts of their Lord as those thoughts will possess their minds all the time. 
In contrast with such there are some who adopt bribery as their lord and on every occasion 
when they are possessed by a desire; their minds are occupied with various means of 
achieving their purpose through bribery. Some make recommendations to their God and 
some rely on friendship as the means of achieving success in their designs. They are ready to 
adopt every proper and improper means for fulfilling their desires. 


As compared with these there are those concerning whom Allah says that they get up during 
the night and both in fear and in hope they direct their supplications towards Him. They 
plead: Lord, we have no other support. We do not rely on anyone's friendship. We do not 
have recourse to any unlawful means as Thou hast forbidden recourse to such means. In this 
condition of helplessness, we turn only to Thee and call only on Thee for help. There is no 
express assurance that their supplications are accepted as it is assumed that such supplications 
are always responded to and accepted. 


Concerning their conduct, Allah says that they spend in His cause whatsoever He bestows 
upon them. They are granted provision from heaven and as they themselves are provided out 
of the endless fountain of God's beneficence, they share it with others and are not afraid of 
spending in the cause of Allah. They realise that when they had supplicated Allah they 
possessed nothing and that whatever has been bestowed upon them has been a Divine mercy 
and beneficence. They have not solicited help from any creature. As everything has been 
bestowed upon them by Allah, He guarantees that if He so wills, He will not permit His 
benevolence to come to an end. He is the Master of unlimited bounty and if He determines 
that His bounty will not come to an end, it will not end. 


Thus is the provision which is made by God for His believing servants out of which they 
spend in the cause of Allah. That is the provision concerning which it can be said with 
certainty that it is the grace of Allah and it has proceeded from Him. No other provision can 
be described as proceeding from Allah's grace. 


Concerning such servants and companions of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, it is said: 


Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. Those who are with him are firm against the non- 
believers tender among themselves thou seest them devoted and obedient to Allah in seeking 
His grace and pleasure they bear the impression of prostration upon their faces. This is their 
description in the Torah. Their description in the Gospel is like a seed that sends forth its 
shoot, becomes strong then grows thick and stands firm on its stem to the delight of its sowers 
that He may cause the deniers to burn with rage at them. Allah has promised unto those of 
them who believe and act righteously forgiveness and a great reward.’ 


Allah affirms that the condition of Muhammad, peace be on him, and his companions and 
servants is such that they do not only get up at night and make their supplications, their souls 
are always bowed before Allah and are ever in prostration before Him. Physically they are 
occupied with the discharge of their duties and obligations, but Allah knows that their souls 
are ever bowed before Him and are in prostration before Him. They are single-minded in 
their devotion and obedience to Allah, ever seeking His grace and pleasure. That which they 
spend in the service of their fellow-beings or in the cause of Allah is the pure and holy 
provision which proceeds from Allah. This fountain is utterly pure and is an unending 
provision which has been guaranteed by God as unending. 


These are the servants of God who are truly free, for such provision is never bestowed on 
those who look to the world for its favours and put forth their hands for the seeking of 
benefits from the worldly. Such as these are always involved in difficulties and miseries. 
Whether they are individuals or nations, they never find reassurance against their fears 
through calling upon the worldly. Should the world respond to their cry for help, they have 
no reassurance and their fear is never totally removed. The multifarious interest of the 
worldly stand in the way. Friends desert friends and treaties are ignored sometimes in the 
name of national interest and at other times in the name of international conditions and in 
times of need it is found that the expected help is not forthcoming. In these circumstances, it 
is only the One coming to the help of His servants, whether individuals or nations. Thus both 
in conditions of fear or of need there is only One dependable and trustworthy Friend and 
Essence our Noble Lord Who can come to our help in every difficulty. Those who rely upon 
being other than Him only suffer loss in the end; as is said: 


To Him is addressed true prayer. Those on whom they call beside Him answer them not at all 
any more than water reaches the mouth of one who stretches forth his two hands toward it for 
it cannot do so. So the prayer of the ungodly is but a vain delusion.” 


The illustration set out in this verse is surprisingly apt in describing the situation that prevails 
today between the richer and poorer nations. When the richer peoples are approached by 
poorer ones for economic aid, the richer people impose conditions upon the poorer people 
compliance with which deprives the poorer people of their freedom in such manner that those 
who are ostensibly rendered aid can never regain their economic freedom. In this new age, 
not a single instance can be cited in which a people seeking economic aid should have 
regained their economic freedom. The borrowing people are caught permanently in the toils 
of economic bondage. The poorer people hope continuously that their economic needs would 
soon be fulfilled, but year after year passes and that expected time never arrives. In fact, it 


' The Holy Quran. A\ Fat’ha [The Triumph]: 30. 
2 Quran. Al Rad [The Thunder]: 15. 


recedes farther and farther all the time. The truth is that the only Donor of whose help no 
strings are attached and on whose beneficence no conditions are imposed does not call for 
even an expression of gratitude on the part of its recipient. In some cases, He grants His 
beneficence even when he knows that His beneficiary would prove ungrateful. He bestows 
even on those who deny His existence. He warns those in need that instead of seeking help 
from the worldly, they should approach for help the One Who is the Master of unbounded 
treasures and Who responds every time to the call of him who calls on Him. He warns 
repeatedly that in seeking the world and in turning away from Him they are preparing for 
their own ruin. The world is but a mirage and has no reality. 


In contrast, He sets out in an affectionate manner the recompense of those who get up during 
the night and supplicate to Him. He gives the assurance that no one knows what bliss is kept 
hidden from them as a reward for that which they used to do. He says that no eye has 
witnessed, nor can it imagine, the comfort and delight which He bestows upon His true 
servants for all that is kept hidden from them. 


What a perfect description is here set forth of God's love for His votaries. It begins with 
describing the condition of God's votaries who get up during the night and, being hidden 
from the eyes of the worldly, secretly shed tears in the way of Allah. They make their 
supplications to their Lord at a time when no one is aware of their condition; as they get up 
during the night and call on their Lord their reward also has the quality that God hides from 
the eyes of the world the bounties that He bestows upon them and which are disclosed only to 
His faithful servants with whom He establishes a relationship of love of which the world is 
unaware. 


The poor and the indigent appear before God and return from His presence vastly enriched. 
They approached Him empty-handed, and return from Him enriched with the bounties of this 
life and of the hereafter. Their hearts are filled with a joy of which the worldly have no 
concept. As their tears were hidden, God keeps the demonstrations of His love and affection 
hidden from the eyes of the worldly. Holy are these servants of Allah and holy are the 
delights that He bestows upon them. The worldly do not have the capacity to comprehend 
the quality of that which is bestowed upon them. That which they spend in the cause of Allah 
out of whatsoever He bestows upon them is the pure provision in which nothing of the world 
is involved. 


A moment's reflection would show that there can be no greater concept of human freedom 
than that which has been set forth in these verses. He who is freed from all desires of the 
world and confines his desire wholly to the One Divine in Essence is the one who is truly 
free. He who submits himself totally to the will and pleasure of Allah submits to a bondage 
which delivers him from thousands of other bondages. Such a person cares not whether they 
possess the wealth of all the oil in the world or not, nor do they care whether they own all the 
silver, gold, diamonds and jewels in the world. It matters little to whether America, or 
Russia, or China, or Japan, are their friends. There is only One Divine in Essence before 
whom they bow their heads. They adopt the bondage of their Lord and their bondage 
delivers them from every other type of bondage. 


The same is the case with their fears. In every condition of fear and danger, they are sure of 


God's help. Therefore, whenever confronted with fear, they do not have to look towards 
China, or to depend upon America or upon the friendship of Britain, nor have they to 
conceive when would Russia come to their help or when would China dispatch its forces to 
support them. 


They know that the Noble Lord who has given them a guarantee against all fear, is close at 
every moment and before any enemy can occasion any harm, the hosts of their Lord would 
descend from heaven to help. They cannot conceive that the enemy should advance towards 
them before the grace of God descends. A people who have been guaranteed such grand 
security have nothing to worry about and are the only people that are truly free and secure. 


The truth is that there are only two types of people in the world. The ones who are spiritually 
free and the others who are held in spiritual bondage. All those people who look to anyone 
other than Allah in a situation of fear and desire lack freedom. Even those who appear to be 
free. 


You may imagine that America is free; yet as it seeks help from means other than God, all the 
people of America are held in some type of bondage of greed, desire and sin. They are held 
in chains of diverse types. They feel that the burdens that they have to endure are becoming 
heavier by the day. It appears to be a great free people and yet every one of its citizens is 
held in the bonds of some torment, some misery or chain. It appears to be the most powerful 
nation in the world, yet despite all this, there is so much anxiety among its people that the 
number of its people who are afflicted with insanity on account of anxiety is larger than the 
number of such people in any other country. They are not secure, neither against inner 
insecurities, nor are they free from external insecurities. 


There is today only one body of people who is truly free, and those free people are you, the 
members of the Ahmadiyya community. It is you, it is you, it is you. For you get up during 
the night and look with hope towards your Lord and tearfully supplicate Him to change your 
distress into tranquillity. The Holy Quran speaks only of two opposing peoples who will be 
pitted against each other till the last day. The only truly free people are those who bow their 
heads before God and who are independent of everyone else. They look towards God alone 
with desire and their hearts are purified and freed from every want and greed, save the want 
and greed of Allah. They appear collectively in the Ahmadiyya Association. Every other 
people in the world are held in some worldly bondage or the other. 


It is the extreme of irony and mockery and its opponents allege that this Movement was 
initiated by the British, or by someone else, or was nurtured by a third. Were that so, the 
members of the movement would look for help and support to those who, according to its 
opponents, initiated it. Such alleged initiators would be approached and called for help in a 
situation of fear or of want. 


Those who make these allegations should come to Rabwah and walk through the streets at 
night and see and hear who is it that is being called upon for help by its people in tearful 
supplications. They would not hear the name of any other than the Ever-Living and Self- 
Sustaining Lord issue from the mouth of any Ahmadi, nor would there be a single one of 
them who would be supplicating tearfully before anyone except God Himself. 


Thus in today's world, there is only one people who are truly free, and by the grace and 
mercy of Allah, it is the Ahmadiyya Community. Its holy Founder, the Promised Messiah, 
peace be on him, has given expression to this concept in an Urdu verse which may be 
rendered as: 


Touching thy garment saves from every snare 
No doubt we bowed our head at thy threshold 
O dearest! I swear to thy uniqueness; 

In thy love we forgot our own self.” 
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